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Next to scientific literature patents are the document type second most requested by scientific customers of 
Pharma Industry Libraries. Bayer Pharma Research established global Intranet access to electronic patents 
using MicroPatent TOPS in a two step approach thus replacing existing networked CD-ROM applications. 
Some 33 million electronic fulltext patents of the world's 45 major patent offices covering several decades of 
patenting or even all existing patents e.g. EP, US and PCT are now available via the Bayer Intranet and 
linked to related Intranet applications. Additional functions like full text retrieval, INPADOC patent family 
retrieval and tools for graphical visualisation help to serve several hundred users each month. 
 
 


